Several species of damselflies, dragonflies and butterflies are characterized by a female-limited polymorphism in which one type of female, the andromorph, looks and behaves like males whereas the other type of female, the gynomorph, looks and behaves differently. Sexual conflict has been hypothesized to play a role in the maintenance of this polymorphism in that andromorphs may have an advantage over gynomorphs by avoiding costly sexual interactions through male mimicry. We tested for costs of sexual interactions to female Ischnura ramburi damselflies by comparing the success of singly mated females maintained with no males to the success of females maintained continuously with males at a 3:1 (male to female) operational sex ratio (OSR) and a 1:1 OSR. Our findings suggest that sexual interactions affect the two morphs differently. The time spent feeding, number of eggs laid and egg-laying rate of andromorphs were lower in the 3:1 OSR treatment than in the treatment with no males. Time spent feeding and number and rate of eggs laid by gynomorphs did not differ among treatments. Sexual conflict may be occurring between males and mated andromorphs because sexual interactions are associated with net costs to mated andromorphs whereas sexual interactions with mated andromorphs are beneficial to males because there is high last-male sperm precedence. Based on this experiment, andromorphs cannot be said to have an advantage over gynomorphs by avoiding costly sexual interactions because sexual interactions were not associated with net costs to gynomorphs.
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Intersexual conflict over mating has recently been recognized as an important selective agent in a variety of taxa including insects, fish and mammals (Clutton-Brock & Parker 1995; Choe & Crespi 1997) . Such conflict occurs when a sexual interaction has net costs to an individual of one sex and net benefits to an individual of the other sex (Parker 1979) . It is generally assumed that males benefit from mating, even with previously mated females. However, females do not always benefit from mating multiply (Ridley 1988). Therefore, intersexual conflict over mating may occur between males and mated females. Recent studies have documented costs to females of mating including increased predation risk, increased energetic expenditure and reduced foraging efficiency and longevity (Chapman et al. 1995; Stone 1995; Arnqvist 1997; Watson et al. 1998) . Few studies, however, have documented costs of mating to female lifetime reproductive success, a necessary step to demonstrate intersexual conflict (McLain & Pratt 1999; Radwan & Rysinska 1999) . In this paper, we present the results of a study of mating costs to females of the damselfly Ischnura ramburi.
Understanding intersexual conflict is important for at least two reasons. First, in many species, mating patterns result from an interaction between intersexual conflict, intrasexual competition and intersexual choice (Andersson 1994) . If intersexual conflict is not considered, mating patterns may be mistakenly attributed to the outcome of mate choice, intrasexual competition, or may remain unexplained. For example, in seaweed flies, Coelopa ursina, a large-male mating advantage results from the increased ability of large males to persist in struggles with females rather than from male-male competition or female choice (Crean & Gilburn 1998) . Second, intersexual conflict may select for behavioural, physiological, or morphological traits used to resist mating attempts or to overcome mating resistance (Smuts & Smuts 1993; Arnqvist & Rowe 1995; Clutton-Brock & Parker 1995) . In water striders, Gerris incognitus, females are equipped with abdominal spines that allow them to deter harassing males (Arnqvist & Rowe 1995) . Thus, an understanding of intersexual conflict is necessary to elucidate both the dynamics of mating patterns and the
